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[i fitherto we hn kt docs the Dea * Mr 
« Weſley, the moſt perfect Ariſtoeracy exiſting 
« perhaps upon earth. The people have had d 
„power: we the whole 1 in tte fulleſt" Tenſe which 
S can be concelved.“ If there be any change in 
« fzvour of raligious liberty, the People certain- 
ly ſhould have ſome power.“ 
Letter from Dr Coke to A.—K. dated . 4 
Ireland, April agth, 1795. 


babe, 0 ye Methodiſts ? that the reign > 
«Popery is paſt and gone; let it never be r ſtored 
among you under any ſhape or name. In the 
«Name of Him who bought you with his Blood. 
„maintain the Rights and Liberties of Four own. 
« Confciences !”? . 
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V HEN our bleſſed Redeemer ſhowed the em 
tions which had crept into the Jewiſh churd 
tbrongh the traditions of the Elders, the common pet 
ple heard him gladly ; but the /cribes and phariſerr, be 
ing miniſters of that church, became his implacahlee 
mies. They ſaid all manner of evil ſalſly of him, 3 
never reſted, till they had accomplilted his death. Th 
apoſtles of our Lord met with the fame fate, from tha 
blind leaders of the blind. They honeſtly pointeda 
the evils which had corrupted the religion of the mal 
ical diſpenſation, and directed the people to Chriſt ap 
the goſpel, for preſent and eternal happineſs. For,th 
many of them were perſecuted to the death, 
When Martin Luther, iu very ſtrong language, poit 
ted out the villanies and corruptions of the church 
- Rome, his doctrine was thankfully, received by tha 
ſands of the people. But the pope und tr cardinals, wi 
the reſt of the clergy, clamoured exceedingly againſt hi 
He was curſed and excommunicated by a number cf bil 


which were iſſued from Rome. It would hare bet 


- conſidered as a highly meritorious act, if any of the pe 
ple could have been prevailed on to have deſtroyed bu 
But the Lord preſerved him from the wrath of his e 
mies, Very many embraced the doctrines he tauy 
which ended in ſuch a glorious reformation, as will 
cite thouſands of millions to praiſe God on account 
it, for ever and eyer. _ - 8 | 
When we conſider the zeal of Whickliff, Knox, 
timer, Cranmer, Ridley, Bunyon, Baxter, &c. & 
the bleſſed work they yere called to accomplith, we 
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«trained to mourn 1. dating; and miſeries they 
dure! They boldly manifeſted the corruption of 
„ dif:reat churches to which they belonged, and 
uaht to reform the abuſes which were tolerated by the 

er; but for this any condud?, they were called to 
dure all kinds of reproach and perſecution ; many of 
em could only appzaſe the rage of their violent adva- 
ries, by burning at a take. , | 
When it pleaſed God to raiſe up Mefirs. Weſleys and 
42d, to publiſh the good didings of ſalvation, they 

-e Hon called to drink of the bitter cup, which the 
ray prepared for them. They inlited upon the moſt 


ne docteines of the goſpel), and faithfully inform 
hurch heir hearers, of corruptions which had erept into 
n pol nal church, proving from the articles and ho- 
221, e, be nccenhy of a ſpeedy repentauce from dead 


rxs, and a true faith in Chriſt Jeſlus. The clergy. 
re damned, and not only thruſt them out of thein 
cles, but became their moſt inveterate enemies and 
ricutors, They and their ſollowers, have ſuffered 
refton the miniſters of the national: church, thaa 
many other quarter. And it it had not been fer- 
excellent Jaws which tolerate diſſenters, they would: 
eendured greater affſactions from many of their n- 
in placabie ate ſaries. 3 

ti near ſixty years ſince met hodiſmm was firſt eſta- 
led. It has ſpread extenſively through theſe nations 
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Dy that have about 108, ooo members in our ſocieties, in 
a Md. Scotland, and Ireland. We have upwards 
inſt hy -- travelling, (beſides a great number of local) 
Wd ers, conſtantly engaged in the work of the miniſ- 
we bet While Mr Wefley lived, he had the chief manage- 
the ect cer effairs. Since his death, they have been 
yall zged principally by the preachers. There are na 
1s el i 


Wigs, in any national churches, or among any de- 
mation of difſzuters, that have ſuch power oven 
pee ple as we have, according to the preſent rules 
pur connexion. Can it be ſuppoſed, that in ſuch a. 
e body of miniſters, nothing ſhould be inſtituted, . 
iy to the nature and deſign of true religion? 
Line whole. management of the church is left ro 
aches, and the ſocieties are not allowed to have 
Key their repreſentatives, is it poſſible for us to 
ſtand 
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iv 
ſtand in that relation to our people in all things wi 
the ſcriptures direct? Would it not be the great 
miracle that ever was known, for us to have law; 2 
rules in every thing, according to the intereſts of (@ 
people, when they have no hand in making then? | 
it pot more than probable, that in half a century, ſen 
ral things have inſenſibly crept in amongſt us, wii 
militate againſt the intereſts of our ſocieties? If tv 
not ſo, we might be conſidered more than hun 
And if evils do exiſt among us as a people, is it“ 
wiſdom to ſhut our eyes and refuſe to ſee them; 1 
ſtand open to conviction and renounce them imme 
ately ? 

For a number of years, many of our moſt ſenſible 
pious friends, have complained of many evils, which 
found amongſt us. They thought, after Mr Weſk 
death, we ſhould immediately remove them. But 
their unſpeakable forrow, they ſaw many of them © 
tinued, and others added to their number. This oc 
ſioned murmurings and complaints in many pla 
Individuals, and in ſome ſocieties ſeveral leading m 
ventured to inform their preachers and the — 1 
of the grievances beneath which they groaned, $i 
the deazh of Mr Weſley, a number of letters have by 
ſent to our conferences, relating the different evils whi 
have crept in amongſt us, and calling upon the pre 
ers to remove them as ſoon as poſſible. For two a 


the petitions and requeſts of the people, which were { I 
to the Mancheſter and London conferences, were atio 
ſeen by the preſidents, and a few individuals. On at od1; 
tion being made, they were all deſtroyed, without end 
mination. This was a very eaſy and ready way to ed; 
ſwer the complaints of our people. Perhaps hi rid 
would not ſurniſh an inftance of ſuch a large do ed! 
miniſters, treating their followers with ſuch cont•m ange 
in any age or nation. If their petitions &c. had Med 
read, this would have given them a degree of ſave i. 
tion. But to have them deſtroyed without eiae, 
on, was, what many of them conſidered, an inſult oi le n 
to our people every where. Wherever this was kur. is 
our leading men were grieved beyond expreſſion, pr 
ſince that time, a ſpicit of jealouſy has ipread iu el! 
ence through many places. = 


v 
$ Whit the ceurſe of laſt year, ſeveral things were hin- 


rea in many of the letters and pamphlets that were 


5 ated, to have our affairs better managed. The 
of e tin om, and Aſhby letters were particular. on 


1! bes. Several of the rules of pacification are. 


„ ef che influence of thoſe remonſtrances. There 


w was greater liberty granted in ſome caſes among 
it v methociits, than by the laſt cenferen ce. But eve- 


bum thinking perſon muſt be convinced, that our people 
it q e not the privileges which belong to them as chriſ- 


, And until they come forward to help in mana- 
moi. our afftirs, it will be impoſſible to give them fatise 


en. | 
üblen tour lat conference, many of us were conſcious, 
hich t more £quitable plan muſt be adopted, or we ſhall 
Welle a fee the wheels of methodiſm land fill, Very ma- 
But of the preachers left Mancheſter under a conviction, 
em of: unleſs our affairs are better. managed than they 
nts oct e been, we ſhall ſoon be ruined, They earneſtly 
ace ed, that ſomething could be done to ſave us from 


Ng me lruction. 

12 er pondering theſe matters over in my mind, with, 
der ſor direction from God, I wrote the pamphlet 
ave ed, The Progreſs of Liberty &c.“ The God that 
ils v ches all hearts, knows, that I entered upon this work 
pre m the pureſt motives. It was to promote the inte- 
wo ol the{Redeemer's kingdom amongſt us as a peo- 
were { Every line of the pamphlet was written with this 
yere ( ation. Many things I ſuppreſſed, determining to 
Jn an8rodicce none, but what appeared neceſſary to anſwer 
out end I aimed at. If I conld not write gravely upon 
ay % eds that appear to ſenſible perſons, both childiſha 


$ LIN ridiculous, this was my infirmity, and will be par- 


doch ed by the candid. © It would require the gravity of 
contre angel, to write ſeriouſly upon the ſubjects I have 
had ed with a littie hamour. The thing called Biſhop, 
| Taro iairoduced among us, appeared ſo contemptible 
ame, that I could not write ſeriouſly about it. To 
t one merry wit hour friends“ over this, in my judge» 
2s knot, is as innocent, as Elij ih's making meri y over the 


on. prieſts cf Baal, when they made wry faces, .cut 


iu i alelve: and eried out to a dumb idol, „O Baal 
Ir Vs BY mn 
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I have endeavoured to place the ſubje& in as firony 


Friers. 4. Among 400 prezchers, it may lead ſomed 


n <5. TWO parts of the pamp.. «v8 
to be miſunderſtood by ſeveral of our friends, 1 14 
beg leave to declare myſelf more explicitly yon thy 
both. The firſt is, the management of our preach, 
fund. 

It was thought by many, that the rules of this fy 
would have been altered laſt year. We ſtrongly recm 
mended it from our diſtpil meeting in Aberdeen, 
the printed minutes we ſent to the preachers, By 
far — an alteration taking place, if I miſtake not, 
clauſe that had formerly prevented a preacher or g 
dow having more than thirty pounds per annum, w 
taken away, and that z2w every preacher or widow, j 
to riſe in allowance occording to the years oftrayellin 
Mr Henry Moore, and ſeveral reſpeQtable preacherz n 
probated the plan in very ſtrong terms, (conſidering 
a reproach to methodiſm) both at the time the ry 
were firſi made and fince, Trueman and Freeman 
letter, pointed out the evils attending the rules &c, by 
it did not alter the determinatian of a majority of t 
preachers. Moſt of our people who ſubſcribe 10 
fund, have no knowledge that ſuch rules exiſt. I not 
ſidered it my duty to expoſe them in ſtrong terms, i 
onr friends might have proper views into the {ubje, Nero 

I would not, however, have any perſon to draw ih iz; 
ferences from what I have ſaid, contrary to my mea 
iag. 1. Though a great majority of the . preachers 
two conferences have agreed to them, Lam fully pe 
ded, they have not ſufficiently examined their infer Joſe 


light as poſſible before them, that they may be con. in! 
ced, of their being unſcriptural and unjuſt. 2. It ation 

red abſolutely neceſſary to me, that our ſriend of 
ſubſcribe to this fund, ſhould know, how the mone og! 
or may be applied by the preſent exiſting rules. 3. kh, a: 
ging by the addreſs, which was drawn np long bun 
the alteration of diſburſement took place, and not tu 
ing to our friends the nature and deſign of our pre ptu 
rules, appears /2futiczl 5 and that we cannot proceed le 
this plan, without acting the part of ²⁰νj, conn |; 


Men, who are bauly received, to pinlopg their years 
rater. han ey peal were made to the whole on t f 
rel 


vi 

nion, would it not be found that an individual or 

re, who may be conſidered as drones amongſt us, are 
cived as a ſcourge from God, by a great majority of 
 acieties where they labour? 

[ ſhall cogelude theſe remarks by obſerving ; 1. It 

he unſcriptural ſyſtem of rules, and not any men 

it] am attacking. 2. So far from thinking that 

0, » inten of the old preachers are drones or are badly 

But eired by our people, I believe it is qnite the reverſe, 
ot, Mar of them labour beyond their ſtrength, and are re- 
or ed as the meſſengers of the churches, and the glory 
„ Chriſt. There are not a few who continue in circuits 

lon, n the pyreit motives, that ought immediately to be- 
ling: ſupernumeraries, or. be ſuperannuated. They are 

278, ing themſelves in labours they are not able to accome 

ring n. z. | only add, if any perſon ſuppoſe my reflect- 

e rul mean more than I have now declared, they have 

em in derſtood the deſign of what I have written. If 
Nc, by has ariſen from want of perſpicuity on the ſybject, 
of not ſufficiently guarding ſome expreſſions, I ama 


E not conſcious this 1s the caſe. _— 
0s, f he other part of the pamphlet I allude to, is the 
dec. iWicrous account I have given of the biſhop plan. This 
rav I was firſt invented at the Litchfield meeting. But 
gat was revealed to the preachers, a vaſt majority 
ber em determined to oppoſe it. In the letters pub - 
pe year, ſeveral things were ſaid on the ſubject. It was 
p4aer poſed, no perſon would have attempted to have 
gat it forward in our laſt conference. It was hows 


tioned: and was rejected three times by a great ma- 

y of the preachers. When TI wrote my pamphlet, 
bypht, to prevent it from being brought forward 
and to cauſe every preacher and ſenſible friend 
or it, was to place it in as ridiculous a light as the 
& would admit of. It appeared both childiſh and 
ptural to have biſhops on the plans propoſed 

td me to place the three attempts in a ſarcaſtical 
that our people might innecentiy laugh them out 
Patenance, J had not the leaſt deſign to injure the 


r "_ er of any man, or to raiſe indignation in the 
1 \ 
7,108 09 


eh 
: 1548. 


lo for it and ſincerely aſk their pardon : though I 


introduced and ſupported in the manner I have 


6c 017 pepe azainſt any who ſupported thoſe 


— ——— 


plans It was the ſyſtem I attacked; and T Only wiſe 


vin ) 


to meddle with thoſe that countenanced it ſo far, a5 
peared neceſſary to make it fink into. contempt far e 

I believe ſcom my heart, that all our brethren wh 
were for the biſhop plan, ated from motives which He. 
they thought juſtifiable, and meant to advance the ing 
reſts cf our connexion by it. 

If any perfon {appofe 1 have gone ton far in ſpeali 
upon the executive head, and imagine chat my ober 
tions amount. to a charge againſt the- piety, morality, of" 
wWeſulneſs of the perſons alluded to, nothing can be may 
foreign to my raeaning than this. Theſe good oy 


may be exceedingly uſetul in great cireuits, and be le al 
fal to our connexion in other reſpects, and yet not h 

fnitable ſor a head to ſuch a large body as ours ar 
my expreſſions are conſtrued to mean more than [hy an) 
now declared, 1 am very ſorry for it, and take this g det 
portunity of frankly declaring, that it was quite © 

trary to my intention: and if am not greatly ni cluc 
taken, vo perſon can torture wiat I have ſaid tom Wil 
any ſuck thing. Were I to publiſh a ne edition of ens 
pamphlet, this part ſhould be ſo modified, as to gie 
offence to any reaſonable perſon. And every em 
part of the pamphlet, which ſeveral of my partie "4: 


friends, (whoſe judgement I preſer to my own) thi 
exceptionable; on. account of the ſarcaſm &c. they a 


tain. | lic in 

8o far ſrom intending to reflect upon the prec cher 
in general, I have endeavoured to exculpate them , 
the charges which many attribute to the whole body, $ gr 


ſolemnly declare, that I greatly love and- honour! 


_ preachers in general. I am ſorry that I have bei hem 


far miſundectiood ce attacking a. /y/tem, which ap 


injurious to religion, as to be charged with rep '" tl 
iug a body of men, I truly deem the ſervants of 

Chriſt, as a company of atrocious knaves: I declare, nn 41 
thing could be more contrary to my deſign. Theird N, Wit 


ſeriouſneſs manifeſted to all connected with them, 
their abundant labours and uſctnilneſs in the vine relt o 
Chriſt, muſt prevent ſuch an impeachment being 
pected of the preachers in general, by the.m:thoal 

I intreat the impartial reader to conſider whelle 
eaſy dilliictivn may not be made, between 2 4% 


— — 


4 . 
bj uneabiſhed ſem, exerciſed in the government of 
Wiſh oe body of people, and the private characters of the 
* ho have to act in that body? Whether what I 
NF R e lated as evils in the connexion be true or falſe ? 
5 * en this is taken into the account, with the de clara. 
e nas non make, as to the integrity and piety of the 
odid preachers in general, I appeal to every candid 
ſon to determine, whether I have not ſhown my diſ . 


_ rſted love, both to the preachers and people, by 
= ring to ſuggeſt a plan which (kowever J may be 
. * aken) appears to promiſe ſuch an union throughout 


whole body, as cannot be deſtroyed. 
any of our preachers do not ſee the evils of our pre - 
plan, Others mourn under them, but are at a loſs 
a rere ly. Whilſt I profeſs myſelf ready to apologize 
any thing which appears to effect the characters of 
xetable individuals, or is made to imply an impeach- 
it of the deſigns of the body of preachers, I cannot 
ly elde this remark better than in the beautiful words 
o ihop Burnet. 4 Whatever moderation we owe to 
nf en's perſont, we owe none at all to their errors, and 
my Bu irame which is built on and ſupported by 
g em.“ 
vi was not aſtoniſhed at ſeveral of our friends (who did 
al underſtaud our affairs] complaining of the in · 
1 00 the pamphlet would do our cauſe, were it made 
ic in the world. But when I heard of the meeting of 
reach chers in London, and ſaw their pen had been dipped 
em {Fl}, to have judgement immediately paſſed upon me, 
od, $ greatly aſtonilhed. Eſpecially as I was cenſcious a 
nom H rity of the very perſons who ſigned that letter, pro- 
been themſelves to be men, who defire and ſeek the liber- 
\ 206 of our people. The ſentiments of the two leading 
pte in that committee will be conſidered in their pro- 
of Pace. J apprehend that the bull was drawn up by 
clars, 0, and ſanctioned haſlily by many of the other bre- 
nei EF" without thinking ſeriouſly upon the ſubject. As 
nem bull, however, and their interference to bring over 
neue of the preachers to their ſentiment, is manifeſt, 
ring | ok it my duty to publiſh their letter, and the anſwer 
coal to it, the day after Mr Hunter favoured me with 
etl: NY bare made a few alterations in ſeveral parts of 
e aver, and have calarged upon ſome things, which 
were 
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were not ſufficiently LEE The candid and! inr 
tial, will be able to judge of the merits of their cauſe, 
mine. To me their letter appears more like 2 4 
from Pete Hildebrang and his cardinals, than the languy 
of ten methodiſt preachers, profefling to live under g 
influence of the Spirit of God, and declaring they eim 
ly deſire both the cut, rd and {piritaal proiperiy of 
xorle, Our tHefſed Redeemer, who is the Head al 
. ch, will judge between us. To him I commend 
cauſe, not Qoubting 1 in the leaſt but he will tang yy 
in the mi Iſt of the fey: trial, and bring me thro: gh eng 
axicult y. 
I hall finiſh "EM preface, 4 in the beautiful expreſh 
the Rey. R. Robinſon, ouly altering a {cw wo 
which are the langu ige of tay very foul. « en 
«to follow the dictates of my cwn heart, I. Hound thi 
« myſelf at the feet of the meaneſt of WI brethren, a 
beg pardon for prefuming to ſeem to inſraſt thy 
ce who are 3 to inftruct others, and who hy 
& ſo often ediſicd me. I would confeſs I ſaw inn 
& rable errors in He * et, for all which I eould m 
4. only one apology, chat is, that they were involunta 
I afl: no parden for expreſſing my -abhorrerce d. 
&©tolerence. Always whea 1 met it in a courſe cf ret 
«ing, I thonght 1 met the great devil, and my ref 
«© ment was never abated by his appearing in tae h. 
4 Of a holy man of God. I have ſometimes allet 
mytelſ a little mirth in that awful ſcience religion, 07”"". 
«in the ore cages of that grave thing catled a b1/>: u 
« in this thing the Jod parcethis ſervard, tha: cute urſe! 
at nate r ab ons into the houfe of Rimmen to au us the 
« and babe ny of i in the houſe of Rimmon : «wen n! 
« of bei i in tie u, of Rimmon, the V. ord parasi 106 W e 
6% cgautin this thing.” Preface to the {cond vol ed it 
el Claude?s Lit 4s. | e ho, 
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Vnut 
am o Ma WiIlILIIAM Hurra, Chairman of the New 


jur! n 9 h 
„ caſtle diſtrict. : 
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cf re! | London, 5th Dec. 1795 : 
5 ” DEAR BROTHER, þ 
ge ha | 


allo We have met together ſolemnly to confider the | 
Non, Pm Pulet lately publiſhed by Alexander Kilham, 
op: ed,“ The Progreſs of Liberty,” and think 
- cole ui feives ob liged to write to you on the ſubject, 
' 1 the Chairman of that diſtri in which Mr Kil- 
m labours. i 
„e deteſt the ſpirit of the book, and are perſua þ 
wit contains moſt malicious expreſſions againſt 
= body. of preachers in general, and againſt reſ 
Keble individuals in particular. We have no ff 
übt the pamphlet has an immediate tendency | 
Prejudice our people againſt their preachers; and 
þ Cellroy the work of God. If it go into the 
1d at large, it muſt give the public the moſt un- 
fouravle opinion concerning us; It alſo tends, | 
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to deſtroy our preachers fund, by holding out 
aſſiſtants as a company of whining Jeſuit, 
conſequently atrocious knaves. So bad a book 
not been publiſhed among us, ſince the firſt re 
of the work of God. 

We therefore, as perſons implicated in Mr I 
ham's charges, immediately adviſe and claim a & 
trict meeting. For Mr Kilham can do us uo bm 
as an open enemy, but he will do us unfpeatd 
hurt as a ſecret one. If Mr Kilham continue 
mong us after ſuch groſs and malicious affertion 
we to all intents and purpoles plead guilty, x 
muſt by the public be ſuppoſed to be a comp 
ny of villains. | 

We look up to you aud the other ment 
of diſtrict committee for redreſs. Our wax 
ded cauſe, and the characters of preachers ing 
neral, call for it immediately. The cauſed 
God is at ſtake, and if juſtice is not done in th 
caſe, we may take our ſare well of primitne 
thodiſms We defire you will read this ourtd 
timony againſt the malice, pride, and audaciog 
neſs; with which the pamphlet under confide 
tion is replete, 
We are your affeQionate Brethren, 


Tuo. COKE, GEO. STORY, 
JOHN PAWSON, . Ab. CLARK, 


; 
' 
| 
: 
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RAS. WRIGLEY, WX. GRIFFITH, 


WM. WEST, - - GEO. WHITFIELD, 
THOS, RANKIN, RICH» REECE, 
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CANDID EXAMINATION, Ge 


* 


o MESSRS. COKE, PAWSON, &. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


N my return from the country yeſterday, T met* 
an end copy of your es traordinaryletter, 
Ir unter, in which you claim a. diltri&t meeting » 
gedliately, to have my pamphlet tried. I am ſor-, 
o find, on examining your letter impartially, that.: 
eathes the perſecuting ſpirit of a Bonner and aw 
. inſtead of the meek and loving ſpirit of our + 
ous Redeemer. - 1 ſhall beg your attention, + 
II make a few remarks upon ſome parts of it. 
appears to me, that you have borrowed the lan-: 
e ard ſtyle ofthe Attorney General, when he uſes); 
01u2nce in pointing out a libel. In one places 
call what I have written, © groſs and malicious: 
tions“ m another place you ſay, „it contains, 
malicious expreſſions againſt the body of preach..- 
n general dc. and crown the whole, by defir«;: 
Ie Hunter to “ read this our teſtimony, againſt: - 
alice, pride, and audaclouſneſs, with which the, 
let u der conſideration is replete.” - You will; 
1 m2 lor correcting a miſtake which you havg: 
in your hate. I cannot ſuppoſe that ten metho-, 
reccirrs would imagine, the pamphlet to be re-, 
wih malice, pride, and audaciouſneſs. You 
due author 15 full of theſe evils. 
you ſuppoſe in your cool reflections, that 
moved ine to expole myſelt to all kinds of ſlan- 
B CT” Tm 
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der, reproach, and contempt from my. brethren th 
preachers, and others thai cpo me? Would wil 
have ſuffered me to have ſacrifised my reputation 
my place and- advantages in the connexion, to ler 
the intereſts of our people, as it appears J have done 
by your letter? I foretav, the ſtorm that would, 
raiſed, but determined to ſace it in the name 8 
the Lord Jeſus. I weighed the matter calm 


ty 


- 


before God, and reſolved to venture my all at t 
take, if 1 might but help in removing thoſe etz 
which threaten our deſolution. I determined to fc. 
low the Son of God withovt the camp, to bear rs 
proach for lis ſake, {aould he permit it to come una 
ne. 

Could malice lead me to point out the evils whic 
afualy exiſt amongſt as, and to preſs upon the prez 
ers to adopt ſuch meaſures, as would effedualhy hy 
every diſorder which is complained of? Wies! 
malice that led Jeſus Chriſt and 1s Apoſtles to ſhes 
{mners their real ſtate, to offer them recovery, ar 
to preſs upon them to accept of ſalvetion, witho 
money or price? Is it malice that leads you to pet 
ſue their plan, in pointing out to your corgregati 
their diſordered ſtate, oficring them recovery byt 
blood of ſprinkeling, and intreating them to ace 
of deliverance on the terms propoſed ? HareIr 


Pointed out real glaring evil; in our connexion, wild C 
exaggerating any ot them, propoſed a remedy, a * 
preſſed upon you, and the reſt our brethren, to ap. . 
the means to remove them at once, while th . 
is hope of recovery? God is my witneſs, I 
done this with the greatelt affection, and , 
the pureſt motives ; and yet you declare fiat nal * - 
influenced me! You have engaged to judge ny e 
ciples, and have paſſed ſuch a ſenterice, as I am c 
ſctous the Judge of tlie whole earth would not, re. 
I called this moment to jus bar. | dn, 

How far I have been audazious in venturing 

int out the evils our people groan bencatli lg 


lecking the welfare of our whole connexion, by 
» ſ 


( is 


tte n ſpecdily removed, I am not able to determine, 
bre a uch, and my having only travelled eleven years 
ation, e connexion, would have been powerful motives 
lerne have reſtcained my pen, had any other way opened 
* 05. 


2 


0ng, But when I {aw men of longer ſtand- 


r our eſcape. 


uid be ur in the work refufing to come forward, the zeal 
me e Lord conſtrained me. I can aſſure you, it re- 
calmly 3 a good deal of courage to face the difficulties 
at the am in my way. If this be audaciouſneſs, IJ hope 
er nl ever help me to take up my eroſs, and boldly 
to er corruption, whenever it lifts up its head a- 


ear Its 


ue us, thould you make ule of a worle word to 
e uo * 
- 


reprelent my conduct. 

ſingh you have called my pamphlet “ groſs 
ici2us expretiions,” you have not ventured to ſay 
«y v2 ſal, Tris very ealy to abuſe any thing 


wie 
reach 
lh bel 
Wes 1 
to fie) 


, 


no: like, but to prove it contrary to the truth, is 
ben very dilſieult. You have not quoted a paſſage 
m the pamphlet to prove what you have eflerted. 


ks lere repreſented our affairs according to the na- 
head 


e of your att2ytions, it will be very ealy to confute 
b. but I venture to challenge you all, and the 
le ccnnexion to prove, that I have forged any 
3, or miſrepreſented any thing I have confidered. 
you wil antwer my pamphlet fairly, and convince 


1 T0 pen 
epatio 
y byt 
O Accel 


wel rgament that I am wrong, I will moſt gladb 
withd "i * — f 
W conviction, But ſlionld you only publiſh 
| * 0 . o * ® 
y N '*'" deglaimation, inſtead of argument, and make 
apf ae nt f e Wi 
* bedre language, depend on it, your cauſe will 
q " werkenza by ſuch a conduct, And ſhould you 
85 5 


ze imo mealures I with at preſent to avoid, I ean 
ha molt of the particulars mentioned in the pam- 
lit, by naming perſons and circumſtances, which, 
ilcarry connviction to all who properly conſider 
em. 
Lon declare, my pamphlet has * an immediate 
ndcney to prejudice the people againſt the preach- 
and to deftroy the work of God”, In the ſame 
$7; YOu infinuate, „That it contains molt malici- 
B 2 0s 
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contempt, I have mentioned no names. If you jy 


con acconnt of it? Muſt I be caſt out from among y 


— ——— — — 
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16 
ous expreſſions ich the body of preac hers in 
neral, and againſt re ſpectable individuals in pars 
lar.” In the pamphlet I have 1epeatedly dec 
that a great majority of the preachers deteſt a 1 
ber of the evils complained of; but cannot Prevg 
them, unleſs the people, by their repreſentatives 
allowed to come forward, to point them Gt; 
help to remove them. I think it is impoſſtle ; 
you, or any perſon to prove, that there are any 4p 
licious expreilions”? againit any perſon in the Pan 
let: and that it is only the conduct of individ 
that is principally complained of. I do not recgly 
having ſaid any thing of individuals, unleſs it be 
expoſing the biſhop plan, and in the poltferip, 
expoſing the biſhop plan, which many think by 


my words to the utmoſt of your power, you can 
make them amount to “malicious expreſia 
Does my deſcription of the executive head amount 
ſuch a crime, that I muſt be expelled the conney 


becaule I have ſaid, „We ſaw or we {uppoled west 
in one the face of a Calf &c.“ 

The prophets, John the Baptiſt, Jeſus Chrilt 
his Apoltle s, have made ule of expieſtions abunda 
ly more ſevere, and as ſarcaſtical, as thole I 
made uſe of, in the biſhop plan. Read 1 Kings 1 
17. Lz. 1. 10. and 10. 14. Matt. 3. 7. and 
whole of the 23. chapter: eſpecially 33 verſe. Men 
8. 33. Luke 13. 32. Accs 13+ 10. and 23. 3. 
multitude of other paſſages ſpeak in the ſame! 
guage, as every perlon acquainted with the biblet 
teſtify. 

You cannot juſtly charge me in the poſtſcripts 
any thing tnat will amount to a crime. I have it 
ted facts, Two of you with Mr M- lent pri 
letters through the connexion, without. paying 
poſtage, which was a manifeſt breach of the rule 
pacification If I have ſhown your inconlulen 


T ww J 

wing our rules m be fixed, and deliberately breaking 
n in a few weeks after they are made, vou have no 
be to call this © malicious expreſſions againſt individu- 
„ What would you have thought of me, if I had 
nen to the chairman of the I. ondon diſtrict, to con · 
the ſteps you have taken, in circulating printed let- 
„ut paxing the poſtage of them Would you not 


7, 
WHY / i) 


ky 4 « thou clit me extremely impertinent? And yet you 
| te 10 Mir Hunter, the chairmen of our diſtrict, to 
me tried, when you do not hint at any rule of 


«<-1ion 1 have broken? Before you attempt 
1} out the beam from your own eye, you en- 
one tile ta pull the mote out of mine ! There 
Cod in heaven, who is no reſpecter of perſons, and 

vill judge rightecufly in this matter. 
» can what I have ſaid have an immediate ten- 
ey to prejudice the people againſt the preachers ? 
our friends, who are acquainted with our affairs 
ww, that the evils I complain of exilt among us. 
y are exceedingly grieved at their continuance. 
one in a hundred of our ſocieties or congregations 
ld be teconciled to them, were they acquainted with 
lt is not poffible that my pamphlet, by point- 
out exiſting evils, and propoſing an immediate re- 
iy for them, will prejudice our people. No, my dear 
thren, this can never be the caſe. Your wiſhing to 
ceal them, and determining to hold them faſt, is the 
F thing that will prejudice our people. And your 
eng, reviling, and perſecuting a man, that has 
donelly and courage to tell you of thoſe evils, point» 
out an immediate remedy for them, without inju. 
ourſe}ves, is a direct way to force our ſocieties to 
hardly of you, and all who act as you have done. 
01fay the paraphlet has an immediate tendency 
etroy the work of God.” Is the work of God ſup- 
ed by keeping our people ignorant of a number of 
3 which concern their happineſs? Is it ſupported 
ringing out a number of preachers to travel with 
Fitaout their knowledge, and againſt their conſent ? 
ſopported by telling the people the yearly collect. 
wy to ſupport the goſpel in the North of Scot- 
us e Welk of Ireland, when a great deal of it is 
B 3 ſpent 
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ſpent in riding in coaches.to the conference, i, | 
removes of families, when there is no neceſſity fy 
and in other things of the ſame nature? Is dhe; 
of God ſupported by a preacher with a wiſe and fh 
ly telling the people, we have only 12 Pounds ay; 
and leading, many of them to ſuppoſe this is they 
our families have to live on; when we coſt the co 
ion more than one hundred pounds a year ?* |, 


Don Yo 


— 
a. 


Our people have been exceedingly reproached 
many reſpectable diſſenters and others, under theij 
that they do not ſufficiently provide for their mine 
To ſhew the unjuſtneſs of this charge, I ſhall Nate 
allowance for preachers and their families, as it is gry 
to them every where, without reſpect to age, abili 
or uſefulneſs. And I am bold to declare, there i 
a connexion under heaven of ſuch extent as ours, 
| ſupply their miniſters by /ree donations, as our pe 

do us. 
| 


I will make the account for a preacher, with a 
and four children: intreating the reader to obſ 
that our allowance is in proportion to the number 
i our family, throughout all our circuits. 


Fl 


1 Preachers board at 10s per week - 26:0! 
2 Quarterage, travelling expences, & { _ 
waſhing. 1 

3 Letters VV„„ IS 3-4 20 
4 Wiſe's yearly allowance » =. » 12:0 
Three Children at home 120 ‚ 

6 A boy at Kingſwood ſchnol © 200 1 
7 Houſe rent, Coal, and Candles +» 1220 cha 
Ser vant's wages 3 


0 . 
g Wear and tear of furniture 31% 
20 Houle linen wathing « - » + 110 6. 
a 3 — ned 
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«ed by the preſent 8 S5.JEN of our Kingſwood 
bool, and the prezchers fund? If you had ſaid a ſpe- 
* triefcraſt and ppery, with the work of man, are likely 
\ be deſtroyed by my pamphler, all that read it would 
dre credited your aſſertion. But as the matter now 
nds, every impartial perſon will ſiippoſe, that what 
have propoſed, has an immediate tenilency to promote 
de real wer of God in our connexion. 

You ſay, © If it get into the world at large, it muſt 
ye the pablic the moſt unfavourable opinion concerns 
7 us; and therefore contract our ' ſphere of uſeful. 


l opinion of the public, by continuing our evils, pro- 
led we can conceal them from their notice; or by 
ankly acknowledging and laying them aſide ? Muſt 
play the hypocrite in their preſence to have their 
ourable opinion, and be uſeful in converting ſouls, 
aritully concealing what would excite their diſplea- 
re? Many of them are cool in their reflections, and 
| examine matters ſerioufly, before they ſuffer their 
zment to draw concluſions. Should my pamphlet 
peu at their bar, and your violent letter againſt it, 
am apprehenſive, it would not be poſſible to bias their 
gement in your favour. They will ſolemmly aſk, 
the evils exiſt which the book complains of? Are 
calculated to injure or help the work of God? 


Would 


— 
— 
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Trery pecſon that reads this account, who is ac- 


1:0 Inted with our affairs, muſt ſee, that I have char- 
12:0 | tlie boy at Kingtwood a third leſs than he coſts us 
1220 ' The Houſe rent, coal and candle bill, is often 
2020 twice as much as I hæve mentioned. I have made 


12:0 charge for DoCtor- bilis - Women lying in, — Afflic- 
5 20 $12 the family The expence of the horſe keeping, 
3 40 ending the conference, and removal of families, 
„ere very contilerable, But as many of them are 

— nected with the itinerant plan, they cannot be avoi- 

07.3 1 and therefore Rave not any thing to do with the 


ers and ſamilies allowance, abſtracted from chat 


fs, Are we, my dear Brethren, to have the favours . 
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Would it better to deal them . them aſide? 
IH I am not greatly miflaken, they would pats a fon 
able ſentence upon whit I have done, and leverel * 
ſure the meatures you have taker, to Jupprefs me 1 
the pamphlet. In my jadgment, our ſphere of yg 
neſs would be conſiderabſy enlarged, were we to; 
nounce what is a reproach to our connexion, and if 
religion of our bleſſed Rgceemer. 

You add, © It alſo tends. to deſtroy our prexcy 
fund, by holding out the aililants as a company 
arhining Feſuils, and contequently atrocicus knayes 
While Me Welley lived, the preachers ſund was cn 
ducted by an equitable plan. The real wants of ſuper 
nuated preachers and widows, were the rule of dbu : 
ment. But ſince his death, both the yearly and pread 
ers. fund collections, have, in many things, been difh 
rently applied? As a great number of our peqſi ref 
are ignorant of the ſubject, I will recite the addreſ; 
the 3 and members of the Methodiſt ſociety, a 
then quote two rules from the minutes, reſpeQing th If 
preſent mode of diſhurſement, leaving all that 10 
theſe lines to judge, how far. we , whine and cant, vb E 
we beg for the ſund, ſince it reyerted from its orig orr 
foundation. The Rewards of the fund defire the aff 
ant preachers and others, to read over and enlarge ea. 
on the following printed addreſs, _ ruhe 


Dear Brethren, 855 

4 As ſeveral of the PREACHERS in our connevit 
« who have ſpent their time and ſtrength in calling ver 
ners to repentance, are: now . to'fuperannuated, th 
4 they can nb longer keep a .circnit ;-and as others 
« them (who are gone to their reward) have let i 
„ titute widows and children behind them. In rr lit 
« to make ſome ſmall proviſion fortheſe, it has been 
« greed on in conference, that every travelling pra the 
« er ſhall, out of his little allowance ſubſcribe hal 
cs guinea yearly.” [Since the death:of Mr Wcdly,t 
ſubſcription has been raiſed to a guinea a year.) 
- 6 But as this ſmall. ſum is in no viſe ſufficient to min: 
« ſwer the grawing demande, feverali of our fri" a; 


Share offered their aſiſtance by ſubſcribing ſome dat 
R + "OM 6 y 
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2 1 
early, and if others of you ſhall ſee good to follow 
wir laudable example, it will no doubt be pleaſing 
0 God, a comfort to his worn-out ſervants, and .a 
r2at encouragement to thoſe who are ſtill labouring 
the Lord's vineyard ; and of conſequence give 
reat ſatis faction to your affectionate ſervants in the 
opel (The Stewards.) 
While Mr Ve eſley lived, and by his direction the real 
nts of the preachers &c. were the rule of diſburſe- 
it, nothing could be more proper than this addreſs. 
it figce the mode of diſburſement is exceedingly alter- 
ed can we beg by this addreſs, and not hint to our 
pl: that the rules of diſburſement are altered, with- 


eb 
LVOur 
1 
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weren 


{bu acting as inν̃tsjeſuits!?“ If we read this addreſs, 
preachWght not che new rules to be read alſo? Becauſe our 
n dle in general know nothing of the alteration; and 


refore are not treated fairly, when the old addreſs is 


' peop! 
— nd inforced, while the new rules of diſburſement 
ety, a kept ſrom their notice. 


ting 1 


at ae every ſtricture in my pamphlet. 
it, ub Every preacher, whom the conference judges to be 
origi orm out, and who has not deparied from the work, 


be all 
arge 


hall receive 12 pounds a year for life. And every 
reacier who has laboured longer than 12 years, 
xithout departing from the work, and is judged by 

e conference to be worn-vut, ſhall receive one 
ound annually for life, for every year he has travel. 
nere ed above twelve, to the time he became ſuperannuated. 
illing 


ted, : pounds a year for life. And if her deceaſed huſ- 
others, nd travelled more than 12 years before he was 
e left (PO out, the (hall be allowed one pound annually 
In err lite, for every year her huſband "travelled above 
as been We've, till the time he was ſuperannuated.“ Rule ; 
g pred the ſund. 

abe ha ble criptural, unjuſt rules, ſufficiently prove eve- 
Velen ung! have declared on this ſubject. I ſhall leave 


uo have made uſe of the elegant expreſſion) to 
ent to mine, how far we are © atrocious knaves'“ while 
ur (rien a5 we do at preſent on this head. | cannot ſup- 
nat God will ſuffer you to prop up the fund much 

longer 


[f | am not greatly miſtaken, the following rules 


very widow of a travelling preacher ſhall receive 
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nearly alone) your meaſures with De Whitehead 


( » ) 
longer, on its preſent ſandy foundation. I rj, 
to the pamphlet to know the fentiments of al 
ſenſible friends in theſe parts upon it. Iti; . 
poſſible to execrate the ſyſtem of rules too much, 
You ſeem determined that I ſhall not continue ꝶ 
connexion, It appears to me, you not only gif 
diltrit to meet, but are ſeeking to ↄrer awe {hen * 
p2nd me at once. You fay, you iromediately a 
and claim a diſtrict meeting. For Mr Kilham en 
us no harm as an open enemy, but he will don 
ſpeakable hurt as a {:cret one. If Mr Kilham gg 
nue among us, after ſuch groſs and malicious afſsg 
we to all intents and purpoſes plead guilty, aud. 
by the public be ſuppcied to be a company of, villy 
Have you a right to interfere with our diſrid! 
any perſon a right to call a meeting of the pread 
but thoſe who live in the diſttict? Do yon think of 
awing Mr Hunter and the brethren into your meaſy 
Which of the three evils am I guilty of, which ax 
cified in the rules of pacification ? Immocality, ew 
ous doctrine, or want of abilities for the work? If 
meet, will they perſoe your plan, and expel me in 
ately ? Is it reuſonable that my brethren, the pread 
ſhould be ry accuſers, witneſſes againſt me, andl 
judge and jury? Are our methodiltical iaws capi 
taking this ſtep, without the people being allet 
hear the rhe trial, or ſpeak a werd in favour of the 
mina! ? Ought I nor at leait to have a jury choſenl 
the people, and the trial to be open for all our fri 
Or will you thow your independence of our foci 
and congregations, and expel me by the power you 
ſets in yourſelves? 
If I wut be called an enemy, have 1 acted as a 
one? Did I not oppoſe in full conference alone 


I 


the London truſtees? Which in a great mealure 
been the cauſe of all our troubles ever ſince; al 
expence of the lawſuit which is juſt ended, will! 
to our ſorrow, for many years to come. Did la 
ſecret enemy in the letter which was read and u 
pieces in the Briſtol conference? And th 
wrote laſt year, anonymouſly to prevent tht ei 


23 
nd ace, did you not all know what IJ wrote, as well 
100 ; p:ople ? Have I not publiſhed my name with 
tis 1 mphlet, and told you where it was printed ? If L 
th. 4 {+ che conn2xion you might have repreſented my 
; g as 4 proof of chagrin or diſappointment, But 


tinue! 8 ! 

y — am with you, enjoying all the advantages of 
then wt ane rion, and aiming to do good to our body at 
tely 10 bo can I be a ſecret enemy ? I appeal to God, 


ircher of all hearts, that ſincere love to the preach · 


am en i : 
1 dow nd people, was the only motive which induced 
ham e write, And ſhou'd you continue to call me your 


affe yy becauſe I have told. you the truth, ; the Lord will 
ar or later convince you of the unjuſtneſs of your 
Keie and proceedings. I aſx you in the name of 
tid? do the evils I complain of exiſt? Have I exag- 
' pread ed them, or concealed many circumſtances which 
ur have illuſterated different parts of my pamphlet? 
c mel expelling me from the connexion prove that you 
ich bt, and that I am wrong? Would there be any 
ity, e in acknowledging that theſe evils exiſt, and lays 
Een afide immediately? Would not this method 
mne in ore acceptable to our people, than continuing the 
> pread and expelling me! I appeal to your conſciences, 
„ aber you can as honeſt men baniſh me from the 
s capliJexion ſor what I have done? Will not caſting me 
ae rom among you, and holding faſt the evils that 
- of del mong us, be the direct way (to uſe your own 
-hokes exprethons) to convince the public «to all intents 
pur fri urpoſes that you are guilty,” and lead them to ſup. 
ir ſod that you are * a company of viljains”. On the 
ver you hand, it will be pcfſible to con vince the public, 
you wiſh to remove every thing that hinders the 
| as erity of our cauſe 3 and ſhev/ them that you are 
alone l men, by ſuffering one of your body to continue 
tehend you, though he has had the courage to point out 
exſure al things which may be removed to the advantage 

ce; a” ff0p'e, and ſor the glory of God. 
will f Pawſon inſinuated, that I could not continue in 
id Ian erion with a good conſcience under theſe views. 
and oy” © ſilently to paſs them over, without ſtriving to 
dbu em removed, my conſcience would reproach me. 
the eie 1 endeavour to the utmoſt of my power, to 
| re- 


_ _—_ — . — —„— 


be bad by %%, who wiſh to keep our people in gun 


24 | 
redreſs the grievances complained of, my heat 
not condemn me for abiding where I am called. 
I can aſſure you all, and all the world, that Id 
fear what you can do unto me... If you caſt meg 
Lord will provide. It would be wicked in me to | 
and tell you I am ſorry for what I have done, wi 
feel a contrary principle in my heart. 7 

You declare, “ fo bad a book has not been p * 
among us. ſince the firſt revival of the work of & 
and you add, „we look up to you and the diſtri 
mittee for redreſs. Our wounded cauſe, am 
characters of preachers in general, call fer it ing 
iately. The cauſe of God is art ſtake, and if jul 
not done in this caſe, we may take our farewell d 
mitive methodiſm.““ You all know, when evils 
been expoſed in the church of Rome, or in na 
churches, the cry of the clergy has always been 
church is in danger —T he cauſe of Ged is at fiakes 
gion is likely to be ruined. &c. Is our cauſe wound 
my pamphlet, or the evils it complains of? Will 
cauſe of God among us, which is now at the U 
be ruined, unleſs Alexander Kilham be expellel 
connexion? If you mean by the cauſe of God ie 
I: have expoſed, as the reproach of methodiſm, I be 
they are at the ſtake, and will ſoon be burnt upi] 
the rea/ cauſe of God, will receive no injury by wh 
have done. And my book can only be conſid 


and to continue the cuils which it expoſes. 4 
I I am not certain whether Mr Hunter will call'al 

trict meeting or not. If he ſhould, I cannot p 
my pamphlets: from being * circulated. - They a 
pear at the bar:of the public: and you may depend 
it, your letter to Mr Hunter, and my animadver 
en it ſhall be pub!iſhed alſo. Fed's | 
I am, your affectionate ſervant in the Goſpel, 

ba ALEXANDER KILHAB 


I am exceedingly ſorry to find two or three nm 
this curious letter. I am ronſcious the men La 
to, are very liberal in their ſentiments. Many of 
{tiends will grieve to ſee them joining in a worth! 


| 2 
reproach to liberty of conſcience. I hope they 
ed in haſte, and will repent of the raſhneſs of their 
eedings- It is well known by many of our friends, 
they earneſtly deſire a reformation to take place 
moſt us. And they inſinuate, that we ſhall never 
ſper till this be accompliſned. I conſider the out- 
zol the bull to be Dr Coke's and the reſt to be Me 
Ie 
lege inthe title page written by Dr Coke, was 
2s a comment upon a letter, which he and Meſſrs 
ber and Pawſon circulated, As he ſent the ſame 
ment to ſeveral perſons, it cannot be any breach 
2ndſhip to publiſh it to our ſocieties. If it had 
in a private letter, as he has declared war ſolemnly 
inſt me, I ſhonld have been juſtified in giving it to 
world. In this paſſage, you find the Dr repreſent» 
he methodilt preachers, as the moſt perfect ariſ- 
cy in the world, © The people bave % power, 
% whole in the fullet ſenſe which can be con- 
ed.“ Have I declared any thing equal to this in 
pamphlet? He repreſents the methodiſts as in a 
of ſlavery, and obſerves, If there be a change 
zrour of religious liberty, the people certainly ſhould; 
ſome power.” I have endeavoured to ſhew what 


nt up: ty they accept to have, and preſſed on my brethren 
rn it without hiſitation. This good man comes 


Ward with all the zeal of a cardinal in the tenth 
ury, to perſecute me for ſpeaking out tg the people, 
t he had declared to me in ſecret. ls it right for 
d have the whole power, and our people none Does 
the good Dr inſinuate, that they ought to be freed 
d bondage, if ave methodiſt proachers ſhould ſuffer any 
je to take place in faveur of religious liberty? I hope 
ood man will learn in heaven to be conſiſtant with 
lf, if he cannot learn this uſeful leſſon on earth | 
Is 2 ſtrange that Mr Pawſon ſhould come 
d to perſecute me, after what he publiſhed laſt 
on the ſame ſubject. I will quote a few paſſages 
lis excellent pamphlet, with ſhort notes upon them, 
leare my readers to judge, whether he ought to 
Rte bis own ſentiments in what I have written or 


Speaking to the people he ſays, © you have nd 


temporal kind. Why then ſhould you be excl 
from having a proper ſhare in the government, 
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In the fixth page he ſays, © Brethren, for God! * 
e open your eyes in time, before jt de forever too lf 
and endeavour to ſee perſons and things as they rail 
6 ly are. The truſtees, [and do not many of 
« preachers alſo ?] want to bind you in chains of gi 
„ own making. The preachers wiſh to leave 705 
& liberty, as you have ever been, [Is this really ths 
4% are our people in this ſtate now ?] to follow the 
te penings of divize providence, and on all occatind 
« take ſuch meaſures as ſha'l appear to you to he v 
% for the glory of God.” Then, according to this 
elaration, if the people think that they are led by & 
vine providence to adopt the out-lines which 1 
ſuggeſted, they are on gl occaſions to take ſuch meaſyn 
as thall appear 75 em to be molt ſor the glory of 
Happy would it be for our ſocieties, if you woult 
low them this privilege. « I would feriouſly aſk y 
& does reaſon or religion require you to leave to 1 
« jority of the truſtees, [might he not have addeh 
« preachers ?] how often you ſhall have preaching, 
i at what particular times &c ?”” If this paſſage 
Pawſon begs of you for God's ſake to open your 
before it be too late, and to watch the motions of tri 
tees. And yet, becauſe I have gone a ſtep farther, i 
intreated you to open your eyes and to wateh au- 
?jons, he wiſhes me to be expelled the connexion! ( 
4 open your eyes, and endeavour to fee perſons 4 
things as they really are,” and then you will ſoon 
able to determine, whether I deſerve to be expelled] 
propoſing to the preachers and to you, the out. ine 
a conſtitution, that weuld make our intereſts one fc 
ver. Only follow the doctrine of this paſſage, aul 
ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied. 
The following words are more ſtriking. Page 


« built our chapels, but you bear every burden! 


« leaſt in the regulation of the church of God! 
$ a few truſtees, (and he might have added, of pri 
5. ers) be your repreſentatives? Are your conſe 
te be wholly ſubje& to their will? Do you auen 


*, a 


| . SS 
God's hat as to many of them, their judgment ſtands dis 
Aer aan oppoſed to yours? e 
ey re i Can even the preachers be your repreſentatives, ſo 


ay of | to decide abſolutely ſor you in things not- enjoined of 
ns of th „1: They are your ſervants for Chriſt's fake, and 
ve Joy truſt a very great majority are willing to comply 


a with your Wiſhes, and to ſerve you in every thing 
th l vhich tends to the glory of God, and your fouls ſal- 
1 tion. But others of them differ in judgment from 
1 * y ou, and therefore you mult maintain your freedom, 
led 11 nd aſſert your right to every ordinance of God”? 
ch 1 | and every thing elſe which concerns your welfare. 
meats « Your leaders being the moſt intimately acquainted ' 
50 With you, are the moſt proper to repreſent you ; but 
woc hen a leader may differ in judgment as to the mat- 
a runder conſideration from a majority, if not the 
＋ * whole claſs. Therefore in the name of the Lord 
adde, 12nd upon your guard, and let no man or number of 
ee briag you into bondage.“ This is ſuch a beautiful 

ige, and fo much the ſentiment of my pamphlet, 
your t | (ball only bag you to attend to one text of ſcrip- 
ns of TG” and then pals on to ↄther places, equally worthy 
her our attention. Our Lord charged his diſciples te 
| ow the doctrine, but not the example of thoſe that 
14 in Moſes' chair. 4 For G34's ſake,” my brethren, 
erlom es the excellent advice of this paſſage. But do not 
ill don o the example of its author, when he riſes up to 
ſecute a brother, and ſeeks to have him caſt out of 


aching, | 


afſape'} 


teh cur 


led, 5 . | 
ont: connexion, for ſpeaking the ſame things in other 
ds. 5 | 
s one f 


age, 2al {you value your own happineſs, mart, learn, and 
araly digeſt the following paſſage ; which you will 
| in the leventh page. r 
At any rate, brethren, keep your liberty. If you 
nx it not ſafe to truſt the conference with your] 
taal privileges, then, in the name of the Lord, I 
meat you 7o keep them ix your power, and inſiſt upon 
that whenever it ſhall happen, that any conſidera» 
e number of your ſociety ſhall wiſh' either to have 
aching in church hours, er the ſacrament in your 
kn chapel, [or any thing elſe that concerns the wel- 
re of the ſociety,] then your aſſiſtant ſhall call all 
ke trultzes, leaders, ſtewards, and local preachers, 
| 6 in 
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& in that circuit together, and theſe ſhall take then! 
« ter into ſerious conſideration. And if it ſhall au 
* to a majority of them, that it would” be moſt fed 
glory of God to have either the one or the 
4 or both; then in God's name let it be ſo. Op ify 
„ method {Particularly mark theſe words] dou 
te meet with your approbation, then Jet your whole 
« ciety aſſemble together, and confider-the maug 
in the preſence of God; and if it hall be ſony 
4 greeable to the majority that you fhould hape th 
& bove privileges, then let it be done according 
„AND LET THIS CHRISTIAN AND 3þ 
« THERLY METHOD, BE ALWAYS Taki 
4 N ORDER TO MAKE KNOWN YOUR My 
< TO THE CONFERENCE.” ©: 48 
O that theſe bleſſe d words were engraven on ally 
Hearts, as with the pen of a diamond! Then © 
thing which I have recommended would be conhlg 
at once, and as far as you thought it according 
ſcriptures, it would be adopted. Forget, if pes 
the man that is perſeeuting me, and let his word be 
rule of your conduct, which ſo nearly concerm 
welfare and happineſs at this time! 
Paſſing by many places in the pamphlet, which 
worthy of the deepeſt attention, I ſhall conclude w 
few remarks on the paſſage inſerted in the title 
which is like the top ftone to every thing that 
faid before. In thoſe admirable words, our good it 
calls upon us in the name of the, Lord Jeſus, to n 
tain the rights of our conſciences. Let us reduce 
ſolemn charge into practice as ſoon as pc ſſible 
we ſhall ( ſuffer no man or number of men“ to d 
us of thoſe privileges which are our right before 
That the reign of popery is fully ended even am 
zs à doubtful cafe with me. Is it not a ſpecies oy 
ry to keep our people ignorant of a number of f 
which concern their happineſs? Is there no pops 
the evils J have repreſented in the pamphlet? 1s 4 
no popery in the famous bull, which our worthy4 
ſigned, to have me arreſted, and caſt out of connd 
for enlarging upon the plan which he had aid d 
Is there no popery in the mode of trying cim 
Mong us? Does not the inquiſition arreſt dwierel 
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18. and both try and execute them, without the 
ledge and againſt the conſent of thouſands of the 
e? The London bull claimed right to have me 
webt before the bar of the diſtrict meeting, not one 
\thouſand of our people knowing any thing a- 
+ it, My trial was to have been by the preachers 
„without the people being admitted to hear what 
a, or to ſpeak a word oa the occafion. They have 
er, to accuſe, to produce evidence from themſelves 
to try, caſt, condemn, and ſuſpend me, till the 
+ conference. If this is not popery, what is? When 
e the reign of popery is fully ended with us, then 
plan I have ſuggeſted, or one ſimilar to it will be 
rted, Remember then O ye methodiſts! that if 
reign of popery is really paſt and gone, it is return» 
to you under a different ſhape, and with a new name. 
the name of him who bought you with lis blood 
zintzin the rights and liberties of your own conſei- 
pes by refuſing to admit it again into your con- 
jon. Be upon your guard, and convince your 
hren and the world, that you are reſolved to follow 
dodrine of this good man, if you cannot follow his 
Alice! | | 5 

n concluding, I appeal to every candid unprejudic- 
perſon, how far Dr. Coke and Mr. Pawſon had a 
t to interfere in claiming a diſtrict· meeting to have 
tried, when they have expreſſed their ſentiments in 
peer language than I have done. I ſhall only add 
of my addreſs to the London tonference, which was 
I when I was tried for writing a former pamphlet; 
which affect ed the preachers to ſuch a degree, 
the greateſt part of them wept while I read it. It 
fairly tried either at a diſtrict meeting of in the con- 
nce, I only intreat for theſe few obeſervations to be 
nded to, and then I ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied. 
rſt, that the pamphlet may be read before the preà- 
ers that ſit in judgment on me: or that it may be 
ad privately by every preacher who has not read'it 
lore my trial commenceth, If this requeſt is not 
oplied with, I (hall look on myſelf expoſed to con- 
anation, without being fairly heard. No judge br 
ry ought to paſs ſentence, before they have examin- 
de charges brought againſt a criminal. 
A ä 


V 1 


U ; 

- if Secondly. I requeſt 2 4 have done, | 
et what I have written may be tried by the wy 

% God, „ 
« I appeal from all human laws and rules, 4 
« law and teſtimony of the living God: and be 
* charges brought againſt me may be tried hj 
e word that ſhall judge us at the laſt day, | 
% Thirdly. I beg that my providential call to 
„J have done may be attended to. That no day 
if .« word or ſentence may be brought as a witneſs 3 
| « me; but that the ſcope: of my arguments ny 
. « fairly: ſtated, and every ſtep-taken in the afar, 
truth / and uprightgeſs require. | 
| „ Fourthly. I particularly requeſt, that time m 
| 3 « allowed for my trial. A ſew hours ſpent in this 


a may be of ſervice to me, and the cauſe at largz 
4 ſincerely beg of you, my brethren, «vs ng 
| & righteous cauſe to become my adyncates, [ 
[ et be . painful for me to ſpeak before the beg 
-« but if you will come forth 2 the hep of the Lig 
ie mighty, truth will prevail. , 
if _ « Laſtly. If it can be proved that I have add 
| te trary to the word of God, and the engagem 
« have entered into with you, I beg that Judgment 
. 66 be mixed with mercy: Reprove, rebuke, corred 
« expel, if you think it will be for the glory of God, 
tt the intereſt ot his kingdam. But if 22 
«© nated by the word of truth; I ſincerely beg 30 
net paſs ſentence again!l me, leafs by. doing this, u 
a zour/elzes to the Judgments of the p ; 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Since my pamphlet circulated in different fla 
have received a great number of letters, irow 
ing men, in many large ſocieties, and from | 
preachers. | They live in ſeparate cirenits, an 
had no knowledge of each others writisg- I 
take the liberty of publiſhing extraQs from 
of them; hoping my friends will pardon, it) 
- - contrary to their will in this matter. I am 
that their names would add weight to ther 


*( Jt 3 | 

ente, were L at liberty to publiſh them. Three of 
tem withed I had left out of the pamphlet, © thoſe 
arts which arc ſarcaſtical, and had explained a few 


ther paſſages in it. | 


* 


\ rery reſpectable ſriend, belonging to a large ſociety 


done, f 
e word 


les, 't6 
nd beg 
ried by 


. ] think it will have a conſiderable influence 


all to promoting a renovation.——L have heard laſt 
no dent tek of the alarm it raiſed in London. Wrath from 
nels . metropolis is like the roaring of a lion. Very 
nts ny gc and lordly indeed! I expect moſt of the 


: affair, achers will ſign the pamphlet's condemnation, It 


almoſt be as intolerable as Paint's rights of man. 


ime m zut I think you have courage and fortitude enough 


in nüt aand the trial. I told Mr thought 
t Jargy aur caſe was rather peculiar. You were about to 
eg e tried for writing and publiſhing a libel againſt the 
* 1 


ody of methodiſt preachers. That in this trial your 
ceuſers were to compoſe the jury, pronounce the 
ntence, and inflict the paniſhment. This does not 
hund well in the ears of Engliſhmen, who are accuſ- 


— J 4t' 
Lady 


e ated | omed to more equitable treatment. I really think 
Sagem they fit as judges in this caſe, the jury ought to be 
Ugment ſintereſted men.“ 3 ö 

„ ce vother friend, connected with a large ſociety, writes 
ks, „The principle and general tendency of your 


mphlet has my unfeigned prayers, that the confe- 
ence may very ſoon adopt ſome meaſures, to incor- 
orate the body at large with themſelves, in every 
bing which reſpects our government. As I firmly 
elieve this is the New Teſtament plan, I have no 
opes of laſting peace till it is fixed. I perfectly a. 
ee with you in thinking the peace was only patch - 


beg Ju 
N n N 


nt. plat d. The ulcer remains, and that ſome plan ſimilar 
;, fron 1007s is the moſt likely to heal it. As I believe. 
from | e work of God is carrying on among the metho- 
ts, ans, 1 cannot but mourn that principles ſheuld ar iſe 


our ſyſtem which appear diametrically oppoſite' to 
That the ſeeds of our deſolation ſhould ſpread 


don, if th our age and extent. The watchmen of our II. 
am ci ſel ought to ſęe and heal. At preſent individuals 
7 Pray aud mourn, and converle aud addreſs con- 


Aerenee 


I have heard very little reſpecting your pame , 


— — — 


| 
| 
| 
h 
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« ference, and that is all. If * power be a 
it will be very dangerous. I much doubt the cork 
6 rence adopting the principles of your plan. I 
either do not fee the neceſſity of it, or they ſee ith 
& clearly, and with to prevent it. Which I know got! 
The purport of your pamphlet I do perſeQiy g 
« prove. That, the Lord being my helper, I ai 
« every ſcriptural means to cry aloud in the ears d 
« conference, that unleſs a greater union be elablicy 
«& between the different parts of the body, we apy 
4% to have no human or ſcriptural ground to prey 
« the moſt deſtructive diviſion. A cry for male 
« will be heard in our camp—a ſtruggle for power w 
& take place—the relative of brethren will ceab 
% worldly policy, with all its infernal effects, will lan 
„ Our connexion—love will be Joſt ; ſo far as we 
« part from ſcriptural principles it muſt be fo, N 
t ny of the people ſee it. They love, they 
« the conference and forbear, in hope that the pread 
« ers will prevent a conteſt, and gradually ſupport ſu 
4 meaſures, as will bring about an union, on fimplel 
« Teſtament grounds, applicable to the content 
_ « Every ſtep that ſuppoſes a diviſion of interels | 
ec tween preachers and people, originates in that 
«dom, which is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. I 
« are not brethren, let us ſeparate, If we are let u 
as ſuch, confide in each other, and keep cloſe to 
s rule of God's word. Let the politicians of this wat 
« ſuſtain their tottering plans by artifice, —They 
« pel of Chriſt needs it not.” fo 
Another worthy friend ſays, “J have conſidered 
& my duty to ſearch after truth and to contend for 
&« berty. With regard to religious liberty, I think 
„ hope that our wings are well nigh grown. W 
n are trying them, and all will take flight ſoon. 
© « Trueman and Freeman's letter ſpoke my ſent 
©® in what concerned me as a Reward of—— i 
« Good cauſe had I then to complain, having 4! 
« time a tyrant and a ſcourge to deal with. 
« names Were————and They fought al 
« year themſelves, treated us with much dilreſpe% 
very much hindered the work of God. 


* * 


With regard to — 2 think it highly 
aſonable, that they who give it, ſhould kno 

hat uſe it is put to. I know that one of the a 
»» ue mentioned would not ſhew his accounts, that 


ey est from us to the conference to any one. This 
I wi eates ſaſpicions that your propoſed quarterly and 
Irs of rit meetings will effectu ally do away. We 
(abibiW-cm at preſent, after all that has deen done, Ike 
e app 


rope of ſand. It is therefore neceſfary that . 
) preve meching be done to bind us together. I do thete- 


r maſk ore give my hearty conſent to your plan.” - 
"er Another valuable friend fays, I am ſorry, that 


| at age: 

hoſe preachers in London ſhould be fo foolifli as 
ſhow their intention to act the part of ſpiritual 
. A ſpirit of examination has gone forth 


1 dong the people. ruth will be more thorou glly 
he p duglit a ter tllan heretofore: the acts of oppret̃: 


pport ius will be more cloſely inveſtigated. Their des» 
ens will be (or are already) feen through. Liberty, 
ronnerWod's ineſtimable gift to man, is prevailing, and will 
teren M rerail. It is written, fear nat for Jam with ther. 
wt diſmayed, I am thy God? 1 hope you ſtill poſſeſs 
iſh, Ae free independent ſpirit of an Engliſhman, The 
e let warts of Meſſrs. Coke, &c will not deter ye 
lofe to en acting that part, which appears calculated; jo 
romote the happineſs and -intereſts of ſoci V. 
on have a heart that will ſpurn with -odigration 
e thought of baſely forſaking the cauſe, becauſe 
end luer threatens and deſpots oppoſe, You wil 
| think ein to act the coward. - Go on and proſper, 
vn, WA” ball in the end reap, if you faint not? 
wy friend, who is a leading man in one of the large 
y fen edles in England writes thus. « Of the friends 
— religious liberty I have not met with one who 


50 /adeted 


ing u PProves a fngle ſentence in your pamphlet. 
eich. w ſhoul1 we, when they are the very things 
abt all WF fave long wiſhed for, but durſt not expreſs the 
Ureſpeh ole of our with ; well knowing if. we did, we 


ould” loſe all. ; I am commiſſioned to ſay from 
ny of our friends, that they think themſelves 
cke connexion much obliged to you. 
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The convention of preachers mav ſtrive-t, 
« you, but they cannot eruſh the work of God, 
« _ of religious liberty is gone forth, ay 
« ſpread, though an hoſt of preachers ſhould hi” 
« it, The people will not be prielt-ridden, I. 
„and will think for themſelves, We are not a 
« ed to take things on truſt, on any man or ſet oa 
„bare word. Why ſhould we? Why ba 
„given reaſoning faculties, but that we may 
«them? | | 
A leading man from another large ſociety 
“Being informed that the iger powers want to 
« you ſuſpended, I inform you, thut I am glad 
« have written, and be aſſured that a good uu 
„vill ſupport you, if they do ſuſpend you, 
Lealt you ſhould not know, I inform you, f 
6 — has 800 pounds, and (though he 
« no family) he can diſpenſe with what lie an 
« from the preachers fund: and now is vary; 
„being married. | 5 
Another ſincere friend to methodiſm writes, 
« have read over your pamphlet, and have wei 
« what may be ſaid for and againſt it; and! 
« gone a long way in your favour. I have jul] 
* reading the minutes of the conference, and 
that «The Proprels of Liberty” hath jult ap 
ed in ſeaſon. I am quite of your'ſentiment, 
« ſome ſtep ſhould be taken, or the itinerant plan 
« ſoon come to nothing. I am ſurpriſed to 
charge on the laſt years minutes from this q 
If I live, I ſhall wilh to have it explain 
« really think we are obliged to Trueman and! 
© men for bringing theſe moſt enormous exper | - 
light.“ | y 
A leading man of another ſociety lays. WM. 
&« prove of your book in the main. ] beheve 
& motive has been pure in writing. 1am pc | 
« ſome things may be mended in our Connexu 
& 5s truth will bear inveſtigation, whateWt, e {7 
« not bear that, ought to be thrown away! 
a great majority of our travelling presch s 


6. upright men, but I believe there may e 


A $5 : 
lass of a different ſtamp. I cannot ſee aniy thing 
Eto 1 in your book to cauſe you to be either caſt, 


od, Jemned, or expelled. I believe it is eaſier to 
aud m2 your publication, than to overthrow 1t.by 
uld og al areument, or matters of fact. In my opin- 


Tei „ hint at ſeveral things which deſerve both 
not dl en and am endments. May God crown 
et 00 bbours with abundant ſucceſs, and your {cul 
bf kulgels of love! a | 

m rery reſpectable travelling preacher writes 


: « [entirely approve of your out- lines. The 
et s moſt certainly comprehenſive, ſimple, and 
a ois parts properly adopted to the purpoles of 


n gde good government. In caſe ſuch a conſtitu- 
od ung 1ſhould take place, I cannot forbear an antici- 
bs on of the pleaſing conſequences. And I am 
Jo sent that, herein I am exprefling the ſenti- 
ph be ats of the greateſt part of the preachers, into 
he oa boſe hands your progreſs will come. There are 
V0  teafons, which I think will induce a few to 
ole it, with no {mall degree of violence, The. 
| is, that your ſcheme is too developing: it. 
e ve not let the public caſh lie behind the ſcreen. 
and A: {:cond is, that it was not conceived in the ſage 
we jul] et of nor brought forth with all the dig- 
e, and oe ——Þps, but acknowledges for its father 
jail e who was in his cradle when were travel- 
Len Bl preachers! 
Wy de high court, city road, London, have not 
led to ed its ancient rules fince the laſt aſſizes, the 
hor of the Progreſs will be arraigned and tried. 
[ ſuppoſe his childiſh fondneſs for truth, and x 
recollecting that perſecution always rendered 

re illuſtrious and triumphant, will fill him with 

lor its ſupport, and make him bold where o- 

bs would bluth, I wrote a few lines to attend 

r Progreſs to | 

| old preacher writes as follows. «I write 

ly to encourage you, becaule I foreſee yoa will 

e lome powerful oppoſers among your brethren ; 

partly to adviſe you to be cautious in your pro- 

als for a new conſtitution, leaſt your opponer 
id accuſe you of ſell· ſufficiency. 3 
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A great part of your plan I approve oN vp, 
TH -& reſpeRing finances—the pr eachers fund=-a4d 
the l aſſiſt us in theſe things —and conſil 
I them about local preacher „auch even ig a0 
0 Rſome of thoſe to travel. Far? have long been 
4 ſyaded, if we take the, people with vs in all ow 
4 more than we have done, it will de better ſg 
I have heard many complaints from ſome of thy 
. «ſenſible of them; and I am ſorry to ſay, there 
much truth in their aſſertions, © They ſay, them 
appearance of duplicity in many of us; ang jj 
& fore they cannot put full confidence in us. Ty, 
« nothing in the chriſtian religion that need to he; 
& cealed. Let-us do every thing in our power tg 
4, yince both the world and our 3 that r:4/ we 

s: difm, is nothing eiſe but.rea/ chriſtianity, 
% The real wants of both traveling and ſuperny 


* 1 
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ec Preachers ſhould be ſupplied: and they hou 
« fire no more. They who have a compete 
« their own, or have gotten rich wives, ſhould 
« thing from the fociety, and thereby let the wal 
« they have nothing in view but to win ſouls to ( 
& Tn this age the people will think for themſelva 
4 and ; more 3 therefore it will be for our proſit a 
& as theixs, to walk circumſpectly before them: a 
ei alter our conduct in many things Wherein they 
r 
et people, I am confident you would gain many df 
© to join you. But I forſee your [difficulty ; for 
t the pamplitet has been fuppreſt- in a circuit 1 
& from where Lam. I wiſh you ſucceſs in every 
that is right.“ ernie | 
N. B. Laſt. night Mr Hunter informed me, th 
1 diſtrict vn meet to have me tried on the 13thu 
He has done every thing for ſeven weeks in bi 
4% ta preyent it: but Meſſcs Carlill, Condy, Suter, Ja 
j Ryle, and Rainſworthg © think it abſolutely nec 
. do meet to examine me and my bock.“ M. 
NJ colleague is quite of a different opinion, 7 
W came: dawn, they had no thought of trying ne. 4 
| =M mous letter, has. both opened theig gpes, ard enam 
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